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COMMISSION ON INSTITUTIONS OF HIGHER EDUCATION 

December 7, 201 7 

Dr_ Elaine Collins 
President 
Lyndon State College 
Johnson State College 
337 College Hill 
Johnson, VT 05656-9898 

Dear President Collins: 

OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

L ___ :L0HNS0N STATE COLLEGE 

I am pleased to inform you that at its meeting on September 29, 2017 the 
Commission on Institutions of Higher Education considered the report 
submitted by Johnson State College and Lyndon State College regarding their 
plans to merge to become Northern Vermont University and took the 
following action: 

that the report be accepted and the plans for Johnson State College 
and Lyndon State College to merge to become Northern Vermont 
University be approved, with an effective date of September 29, 2017; 

that the on-site evaluation to assess implementation of the Fine 
Woodworking and Furniture Design programs scheduled for Fall 2018 
be confirmed; 

that Johnson State College's Spring 2019 progress report be cancelled 
and in its place a site visit to assess initial implementation of the 
merger be scheduled; 

that the report prepared in advance of the Spring 2019 site visit give 
emphasis to the institutions' success in implementing the merger with 
particular attention to: 

1. developing an effective governance structure for Northern
Vermont University that provides for the participation of
constituency groups at both campuses;

2. consolidating the planning and evaluation activities of the two
institutions and implementing an institution-wide approach to
assessing student learning;

3. meeting enrollment goals and achieving a balanced budget that
ensures sufficient staffing for Northern Vermont University's
two campuses;
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